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i» The Commvnists In Shantung can concentrate a forcé superior te any single Matiorn -

allist garrison in this province. However, their supply and transport preblsons

at present would probably prevent their delivering the sustained assault necassa
%o reduce either Tsinan or Tsingtao. The Communists! main streagth in Shanfung
is soncertrated along the Tsinpu railrecad south of the Tainan pocket, with fis
main movement toward the south. The apparent intention of the Communists is to
ereate a diversion which will prevent the Hsuchou garrison from reinforcing the
Hsuchou-Kaifeng sector, where the major Communist offensive is taking place.

2. There are no large Communist concentrations near Tsingtao now. Tsingtac hau a
Hationalist garrison of two understrength divisions in addition to 30,000 cone
seripts in training, for whom there are no arms available., The Communists couls
concenirate a supsrior foree for attack within thirty days, but it is believed |
by source that such a move is unlikely, due to their logistis problems and their
uncertainty regarding the possible participation of the Amedican forees in the
defonse of Tsingiae. However, if they are willing to taks the losses, the (ome
snnists definitely are capable of reducing Tsingtao by assault.
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